Ischaemic colitis during interferon treatment for chronic hepatitis C: report of two cases and literature review.
Ischaemic colitis is known to be a severe emergency complication of interferon (IFN) therapy. However, as ischaemic colitis is an infrequent complication of IFN therapy, limited information is available regarding the safety of resuming IFN therapy after resolution of ischaemic colitis and subsequent recurrence. Here, we report two cases of ischaemic colitis during IFN therapy for chronic hepatitis C. Ischaemic colitis was fully healed within 1 week after its onset and IFN withdrawal, and IFN therapy was resumed following patients' wishes to do so. Ischaemic colitis did not recur after the resumption of IFN therapy, and sustained virological response was achieved in both patients. In this report, we also summarize the findings of 11 cases of IFN-associated ischaemic colitis (nine previously published cases plus our two cases) and review the clinical characteristics of ischaemic colitis during IFN therapy in patients with chronic hepatitis C.